¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español!
Welcome to one of the most exciting and practical classes that you will take this year!  The Spanish language is rapidly growing in the United States and around the world.  Recently, the front page of USA Today boldly stated, If You Don’t Know Spanish, Get Ready To Be Left Behind.  With the onslaught of the internet, immigration and global business, the world has changed dramatically and those who do not speak a foreign language are getting caught in the undertow.  Hopefully this will not happen to you.  
This class is designed to get you off of the global sidelines and into game.  Although most likely you will not be fluent when this class is over, you will have a better understanding of the Spanish language and the 350+ million people that speak Spanish everyday around the world!
So what will this class be like?

Grammar?  Yes, but not entirely.  We will spend a lot of time studying the diverse Hispanic cultures from all over the globe.   If you can speak perfect Spanish, yet you know nothing about Spanish-speakers, what have you really accomplished?  Not too much.  

How will I be graded?

	Category
	Percentage

	Participation
	10%

	Homework
	25%

	Tests
	30%

	Quizzes
	35%


So what do I need for this class?
· 1” 3 Ring Binder (with side pockets preferred)
· Pens and/or pencils
· Books covered (cloth or paper…no tape covers)
Rules?
There are only 3 rules in my classroom.

1. RESPECT (find out what it means to Mr. G.)

2. Be prepared (on time, with your book, Spanish notebook [with paper] and a pen or pencil)

3. PARTICIPATE! PARTICIPATE! PARTICIPATE!
4. (Ok I lied, 4 rules) If you don’t see a mug of steaming coffee on my desk, don’t push your luck! [This rule applies mostly to 1st block]
FAQs

Are there tests and quizzes?  Yes, but not everyday.

Will we play games?  Sure, but not everyday.

Will I feel like a dork?  Yes, everyday.

Will we watch the Three Amigos?  No, but we will watch several movies and                                                                                     DVDs to better understand culture. 
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